Dr. Phan Cong Vinh, Nguyen Tat Thanh University in Vietnam, General Chair of the 2nd International Conference on Context-Aware Systems and Applications (ICCASA 2013) shares with Prof. Giacomo Cabri, a FoCAS project's member, his reflections on collective adaptive systems and applications. Dr. Vinh answers to the four questions highlighting his current role, the important topics in the field of collective adaptive systems, the specific challenges to be faced and underlining a long-term impact of this research in terms of applications
Who are you?
At present, I am a member of Nguyen Tat Thanh University (NTTU) to take on the responsibility of a 
Which are the important topics in the field of Collective Adaptive Systems?
Collective adaptive systems consist of many autonomous units that interact in context-awareness. Basically they focus on  Context-aware systems,  Developing novel approaches to self-* systems:  Establishing collectives with the ability to detect, diagnose and repair failures for themselves.
Which are the specific challenges to be faced?
One of hot topics in collective adaptive systems is currently context-awareness, which is basically inspired by the human autonomic nervous system. Contextawareness is characterized by its self-* facets such as selforganization, self-configuration, self-healing, selfoptimization, self-protection and so on. Contextawareness used to dynamically control computing and networking functions. The overall goal of contextawareness is to realize nature-inspired autonomic systems that can manage themselves without direct human interventions. Meeting this grand challenge of contextawareness requires a rigorous interdisciplinary approach to collective adaptive systems. 
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